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THOS. J. CHURCHILL, 
- GOVERNOR OF ARKANSAS. 


d ; 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 


In entering upon the duties of the high office to which I have 


been chosen by a free and intelligent people, it is not unnatu- 


ral that I should do so with difidence. But lon Ilook around. 


me.and see you, Senators and Representatives, fresh from the 
people and familiar with their wants, T feel encouraged in the 
work before me, believing, as I do, that you will give mean 
honest and manly support in ever ything that is. for the material 
benefit of the State and people: whose servants we afe. 


It is my earnest wish that I may do nothing to retard the 


progress and advancement of the Eats but that every àct of | 


mine may RR to place her-in a higher sphere of activ- 
d I stated in my letter of. acceptance to the convention 
that nominated me, we must keep «abreastof the times.” 


Our State can not afford to lag on the way, much less to take 


à single step backwards, No State i in the Union has a , brighter 
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future before her. Blessed with a genial climate“and diversity 


of soil, and eapable of producing almost anything that- any 
other State of the Union can, her vast and varied resources 
have ónly to be developed to Tead to wealth and greatness. 
Fervently, hoping that all sectional feeling has been allayed 
throughout the whole country, and desiring the benefits of 
an ““inseparable Union of indestructible States," the duty 
before, us às plain. We should industriously attend to 
building up our material interests; and in this connection I 
commend the idea of inviting and encouraging capital and 


labor from all European .countries, as well as from the 


‘Statés of this Union, to come and settle among us. 


The question of immigration in all new and undeveloped | 
countries is the most important that can engage the attention 
of their rulers and legislators, as it is upon the extent and 
rapidity with which their population is increased that their 
progress in all that makes a State great mostly depends. 

A kindred subject to this is that of publie schools. The 
State should encourage a liberal system of education. It would 
be difficult for us to do too much in that direction, and I con- 


fidently express the hope that the General Assembly will ear- * 


nestly second the efforts of our present able and most worthy 


State Superintendent in perfecting our school laws and render- 
ing them effective. His untiring zeal and energy have already 
accomplished much, and with the proper legislative assistance 
and encouragement, given him freely-and without reserve, it is 
safe to say that we soon can have a common school system 
that will compare favorably with that of any other State in the 
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Upon hie subject of internal impro ements, I feel that your” - 
action will be wise and liberal, fostering and encouraging all i 
enterprises of a publie character, while, of course, guarding 
the interests of the pue: in any legislation that may be had | 


on this subject; 


-———— 
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An asylum for the insane should be provided for, and it is 
to be hoped the necessary steps will be taken by your honora- 
ble body for the establishment of such an institution. 1 deem 
the mere mention of the fact sufficient, as all know and fully 

appreciate the great necessity 'of early action. 

Among the grave questions that will engage your attention, 
will be a. revision of our revenue laws, and the matter of the 
State del t. I can only say that I feel an abiding confidence 
that ini will guide your counsels, and that your labors 
will result i in the protection of the honor of -the State and the: 


interests of our heavily. burdened tax payers. =~ 


In connection with the matter of the State debt, it is proper. 
to say that there are outstanding certain militia claims, arising 
under the : administration of Governor Clayton, and which have 
been brought to the attention of the General Sey pes 
each of my two iufmediate predecessors 


I submit the matter for your consideration, as these claims 
are mostly due to.our own people, for property forcibly taken 
from them without compensation. Should you find them to 
be just, you should not hesitate to make some provision for 
their payment. | d | 

It would, of course, be dit of taste for me, in this, my mere - 
inaugur al address, to go into the details of the many subjects 


which will arise for consideration at-your hands. My honored 


E A ndo Db E - on 


é = CEJ p, S 
predecessor having all the official documents tomado 
at hand, has, in his very able message, called your attention to | 
the leading and most important of these subjects, and has o 
given us many wise and valuable suggestions, which we should 
profit by, when not antagonistic to our fixed and settled con- 
victions. 

It is gratifying to know that, with bountiful harvests and a 
spirit of law and order pervading all classes of the people, the 
State was never more prosperous and quiet. We should be 
devoutly thankful to Almighty God for the great blessings 
he has spread before us, and earnestly seek to improve the 
glorious opportunities he has given us as a people. 

I confess I have not the language in which to express my 
gratitude to the people of Arkansas for the high honor con- 
ferred upon me; but, with a heart filled with faith and truth 
to them and their best interests, I can give them the assurance 
that I have accepted this exalted office with a full sense of the 
great responsibilities belonging to it. Let us all labor unsel- 
fishly in the cause, and for the good of these people, until we 
shall feel and know that in the galaxy of States in this 
American Union, there is not one star *righter than our 
own beloved Arkansas. 

T. J. CHURCHILL, Governor. 

LrrrLe Rock, Jan. 13, 1881. 
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